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3.

2 bten on all news related to the status of comstruction work on the Rerlin
Outer Treight Ring has been imposed. This order wes provoked by a press
conference held by RPD Derlin abcut one ronth ago. At this conference, it 25X1
was stated that the Perlin rail circuit was scheduled to be completed by

the spring of 1957. At the conference it was elso mede known that the
Firkenwerder - Wusterrark sections of this rail circuit haed bean completed

and that construction work on the last remeining gap tetween Golm and

Saarr urd had just been started.

It was learned that the SED Central Committee strongly objected to the
reported conpletion date of the Berlin rail circuit in view of the reasures
possitly required for the clarificetion of the Ferlin situation after the
Yoreign Vinisters' Conference in October. It appears that the SED Central
Cormrittee stild believes in & neutralization of Berlin. Although the Perlin
rail circuit will considerably ease the rresent strain on freight traffic,
the tasic concept underlyirg the desisms of thiz project was a possitility
of corpletely elirinsting the western sectors of Eerlin from GDR railroad
treffic.

It was pointed out in this comnection that on 1 Septembsr, the number of
workers errloyed on the erection of a railroad embankment through Lake
Terplin on the reilroed line tetween Colr and Saarmund was increased from
3,0C0 to 5,00¢. Another rerarkable fact was that the piecework weges of the
construction workers erployed there hed been increased, while the piecewcrk
wages of construction workers in other nationalized enterprises are acheduled
to be cut.

lthe construetionof a railroad 25X1

erbankrent through leke Ter:plin had not teen included in prcliminary construction
plans of the raillircad adrinistration. It was also le:rned that the last remaining
gep of the Ferlin rail circuit was scheculed to be cerpleted by 1 October 1556.
The GDR fress has been directed not to rerort on the progrsss of construction
work. The GDR !'inistry of Traffic hes reserved for itself the right to inform

the putlic on this rroject in due course.

{oirent. The report is noteworthy because it indicates that ithe GL. may 25X1
soon re open the Ferlin question. ‘ L 25X1
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